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Kyle City Council Takes Action to Relocate  
Thunderpalooza Music Event into City Limits 

 
 

The Kyle City Council took the unusual action of calling a special meeting to discuss recent 

developments regarding the City’s association with the promoters of the Thunderpalooza Music event. 

Thunderpalooza is billed as a music festival benefiting uninsured children and the fight against breast 

cancer and is scheduled for November 3rd and 4th at the Thunderhill Raceway just outside of Kyle. 

 At the September 5, 2006 council meeting, the council approved a $40,000 grant to the event 

promoters, Human Spirit, Inc. The funds were granted from the City’s “Hotel-Motel Tax” fund and were 

to be used to promote the event. The promoters agreed to give the City of Kyle prominent exposure in 

return for the funds. The promoters also signed an agreement stating that they (Human Spirit, Inc.) would 

be responsible for fulfilling all legal requirements pertaining to the planning and implementation of the 

event. 

 It was learned on or around October 20th that the promoters had failed to file a request for a Mass 

Gathering permit as required by the State of Texas Health and Safety Code. This code requires that 

specific information regarding the planning of large events be submitted to county officials at least 45 

days prior to the event for approval. The 45-day requirement allows the county’s fire marshal, sheriff and  
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health authority to review the plans and make recommendations to the county judge regarding approval of  

the permit. In order to meet the 45-day requirement, the permit request request would have to have been 

submitted by September 18th, 2006. 

This permit is not required if the event is held within the limits of a properly incorporated city. 

Officials for the City of Kyle, Hays County Commissioner’s Court and the Distinct Attorney’s 

office have been working to find a way to comply with the law and still have the event. It was determined 

by the Hays County officials that the 45-day filing requirement for the permit is mandatory and the event 

would need to occur within the City limits or be canceled.  

As a result, the Kyle City Council approved a plan to move the event to Gregg-Clarke Park in the 

City of Kyle. This removes the event from the requirements of the state’s Health and Safety Code and 

into the jurisdiction of the City of Kyle.  

In taking this unusual step, the Kyle City Council was assured by the promoters that all aspects of 

the event as it relates to the health, safety and well being of the event workers, entertainers, and guests, as 

well as the neighboring businesses and neighborhoods, have been adequately addressed.  

 “We understand that the Hays County Commissioners and the District Attorney’s office have a 

duty to uphold the laws as they relate to their jurisdiction,” Said Kyle Mayor Mike Gonzalez. “We have 

been working closely with these offices to ensure that all possible avenues to address this situation have 

been explored.” 

“ We believe we have formulated a good plan to relocate the venue and still have a successful 

event,” said Tom Mattis, Kyle City Manager. “Gregg-Clarke Park is an outstanding venue for an event of 

this nature. We have adequate space for parking, vendors and the performers. We also have the ability to 

control traffic and parking to ensure minimal disruption to the surrounding neighborhoods and 

businesses.” 
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City of Kyle staff and employees will continue working with representatives from Human Spirit, 

Inc., to ensure a safe and efficient transition from the Thunderhill Raceway location to the Gregg-Clarke 

Park site.  

“We believe that the purpose of this event, to raise funds and awareness for breast cancer, is a 

worthwhile venture that the City of Kyle is happy to support,” said Mattis. “We are looking forward to 

having this event in our city and hope the change of location doesn’t inconvienence or deter the people 

who are attending.” 
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