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Kyle City Council Votes to Continue Support of Thunderpalooza,  
Promoters Renege on Commitment to Have Event in City 

 
 

The Kyle City Council took the unusual action Monday night of holding a special meeting to 

discuss recent developments regarding the City’s association with the promoters of the Thunderpalooza 

Music event. Thunderpalooza is billed as a music festival benefiting uninsured children and the fight 

against breast cancer and is scheduled for November 3rd and 4th at the Thunderhill Raceway just outside of 

Kyle’s city limits. 

 At the September 5, 2006 council meeting, the council approved a $40,000 grant to the event 

promoters, Human Spirit, Inc. The funds were granted from the City’s “Hotel-Motel Tax” fund and were 

to be used to promote the event and the City of Kyle. The promoters agreed to give the City of Kyle 

prominent exposure in return for the funds. The promoters to file a request for a Mass Gathering permit as 

required by the State of Texas Health and Safety also signed an agreement stating that they (Human 

Spirit, Inc.) would be responsible for fulfilling all legal requirements pertaining to the planning and 

implementation of the event and that the event would be held in Kyle. 

 It was learned on or around October 20th that the promoters had failed Code. This code requires 

that specific information regarding the planning of large events be submitted to county officials at least 45 

days prior to the event for approval. The 45-day requirement allows the county’s fire marshal, sheriff and  
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health authority to review the plans and make recommendations to the county judge regarding approval of 

the permit. The 45 days also allows for a public hearing for others to voice support or concerns regarding 

the issuance of the permit. In order to meet the 45-day requirement, the permit request would have to have 

been submitted by September 18th, 2006. 

This permit is not required if the event is held within the limits of a properly incorporated city. 

Officials for the City of Kyle, Hays County Commissioner’s Court and the District Attorney’s 

office have been working to find a way to comply with the law and still have the event. Hays County 

officials and the District Attorney’s office ruled that the 45-day filing requirement for the permit is 

mandatory and the event would need to occur within the City limits or be canceled.  

The special meeting was called to address options of how the City could assist the promoters in 

moving the event into the Kyle city limits. City staff also had concerns involving a lack of information 

from the promoter regarding assurances that all aspects of the event as it relates to the health, safety and 

well being of the event workers, entertainers, and guests, as well as the neighboring businesses and 

neighborhoods, had been adequately addressed. 

Representatives from Human Spirit had been invited to the special called council meeting in order 

to address concerns and discuss relocation options. The representatives did not return phone calls and 

were not present. 

The City Council, after hearing from City Manager Tom Mattis and City Attorney Sheila Limon, 

voted to direct the City Manager and staff to continue working with Human Spirit, Inc. on options to 

move the event into the Kyle City Limits. 
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Early Tuesday, October 31, City of Kyle officials learned that the event had been moved to the 

Travis County Exposition Center, in essence, nullifying efforts by the Kyle City Council and City staff to 

keep the event in Kyle. 

 “We had a great deal of support to keep this event in Kyle which is what was originally approved 

by council,” said Kyle Mayor Mike Gonzalez. “It is very disappointing that Human Spirit would just walk 

away while we were working hard to keep the event in Kyle and protect our $40,000 investment.” 

“City staff had plans and were making the necessary arrangements to move Thunderpalooza into 

the Kyle city limits,” said Mattis. “All we needed was for Human Spirit to communicate with us 

regarding their planning for security, sanitation and traffic control. The lack of professional courtesy by 

the promoters in simply communicating their intentions to the City is shocking.” 

“The sad part is that while Kyle city staff were working to accommodate this event within our 

city limits, the promoter was working on moving the event completely out of the county,” said Gonzalez. 

“We called the promoters all day on Monday and never heard a word from them regarding their 

intentions. It is a huge disappointment.” 

“Our next step is to start exploring what our options and obligations are regarding our 

investment,” said Mattis. “We invested $40,000 of funds dedicated to promote the City of Kyle through 

an event in our city. I believe the consensus among our City Council is that if this event does not occur 

here in Kyle, Human Spirit will not have fulfilled their obligations to the City and we will have a 

responsibility to seek the recovery of those funds.” 
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