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Page Turners Book Club

The Page Turners Book Club meets on the third Thursday of every month in the community room at 6:30
p.m. New members are welcome to join at any time and no registration is required.
Upcoming Books for Page Turners:
February
March
April
May
June
July
February 19th
My Ántonia by Willa Cather

My Ántonia evokes the Nebraska prairie life of Willa Cather's childhood, and
commemorates the spirit and courage of immigrant pioneers in America. One of Cather's earliest novels, written in
1918, it is the story of Ántonia Shimerda, who arrives on the Nebraska frontier as part of a family of Bohemian
emigrants. Her story is told through the eyes of Jim Burden, a neighbor who will befriend Ántonia, teach her
English, and follow the remarkable story of her life.

Working in the fields of waving grass and tall corn that dot the Great Plains, Ántonia forges the durable spirit that
will carry her through the challenges she faces when she moves to the city. But only when she returns to the prairie
does she recover her strength and regain a sense of purpose in life. In the quiet, probing depth of Willa Cather's
art, Ántonia's story becomes a mobbing elegy to those whose persistence and strength helped build the American
frontier.
March 19th
Clan of the Cave Bear: Earth's Children by Jean M. Auel
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This novel of awesome beauty and power is a moving saga about people,
relationships, and the boundaries of love. Through Jean M. Auel’s magnificent storytelling we are taken back to the
dawn of modern humans, and with a girl named Ayla we are swept up in the harsh and beautiful Ice Age world they
shared with the ones who called themselves The Clan of the Cave Bear.
A natural disaster leaves the young girl wandering alone in an unfamiliar and dangerous land until she is found by a
woman of the Clan, people very different from her own kind. To them, blond, blue-eyed Ayla looks peculiar and
ugly--she is one of the Others, those who have moved into their ancient homeland; but Iza cannot leave the girl to
die and takes her with them. Iza and Creb, the old Mog-ur, grow to love her, and as Ayla learns the ways of the
Clan and Iza’s way of healing, most come to accept her. But the brutal and proud youth who is destined to become
their next leader sees her differences as a threat to his authority. He develops a deep and abiding hatred for the
strange girl of the Others who lives in their midst, and is determined to get his revenge.
April 16th
The Paying Guests by Sara Waters

It is 1922, and London is tense. Ex-servicemen are disillusioned; the out-of-work and
the hungry are demanding change. And in South London, in a genteel Camberwell villa—a large, silent house now
bereft of brothers, husband, and even servants—life is about to be transformed as impoverished widow Mrs. Wray
and her spinster daughter, Frances, are obliged to take in lodgers.
With the arrival of Lilian and Leonard Barber, a modern young couple of the “clerk class,” the routines of the house
will be shaken up in unexpected ways. Little do the Wrays know just how profoundly their new tenants will alter the
course of Frances’s life—or, as passions mount and frustration gathers, how far-reaching, and how devastating, the
disturbances will be.
Short-listed for the Man Booker Prize three times, Sarah Waters has earned a reputation as one of our greatest
writers of historical fiction, and here she has delivered again. A love story, a tension-filled crime story, and a
beautifully atmospheric portrait of a fascinating time and place, The Paying Guests is Sarah Waters’s finest
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May 21st
Ender's Game by Orson Scott Card
Book-to-movie Meeting

In order to develop a secure defense against a hostile alien race's next attack,
government agencies breed child geniuses and train them as soldiers. A brilliant young boy, Andrew "Ender"
Wiggin lives with his kind but distant parents, his sadistic brother Peter, and the person he loves more than anyone
else, his sister Valentine. Peter and Valentine were candidates for the soldier-training program but didn't make the
cut--young Ender is the Wiggin drafted to the orbiting Battle School for rigorous military training.
Ender's skills make him a leader in school and respected in the Battle Room, where children play at mock battles in
zero gravity. Yet growing up in an artificial community of young soldiers, Ender suffers greatly from isolation, rivalry
from his peers, pressure from the adult teachers, and an unsettling fear of the alien invaders. His psychological
battles include loneliness, fear that he is becoming like the cruel brother he remembers, and fanning the flames of
devotion to his beloved sister.
Is Ender the general Earth needs? But Ender is not the only result of the genetic experiments. The war with the
Buggers has been raging for a hundred years, and the quest for the perfect general has been underway for almost
as long. Ender's two older siblings are every bit as unusual as he is, but in very different ways. Between the three
of them lie the abilities to remake a world. If the world survives, that is.
Winner of the Hugo and Nebula Awards.

June 18th
In the Kingdom of Ice: The Grand and Terrible Polar Voyage of the USS Jeannette by Hampton Sides
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In the late nineteenth century, people were obsessed by one of the last unmapped
areas of the globe: the North Pole. No one knew what existed beyond the fortress of ice rimming the northern
oceans, although theories abounded. The foremost cartographer in the world, a German named August
Petermann, believed that warm currents sustained a verdant island at the top of the world. National glory would fall
to whoever could plant his flag upon its shores.
James Gordon Bennett, the eccentric and stupendously wealthy owner of The New York Herald, had recently
captured the world's attention by dispatching Stanley to Africa to find Dr. Livingstone. Now he was keen to
re-create that sensation on an even more epic scale. So he funded an official U.S. naval expedition to reach the
Pole, choosing as its captain a young officer named George Washington De Long, who had gained fame for a
rescue operation off the coast of Greenland. De Long led a team of 32 men deep into uncharted Arctic waters,
carrying the aspirations of a young country burning to become a world power. On July 8, 1879, the
USS Jeannette set sail from San Francisco to cheering crowds in the grip of "Arctic Fever."
The ship sailed into uncharted seas, but soon was trapped in pack ice. Two years into the harrowing voyage, the
hull was breached. Amid the rush of water and the shrieks of breaking wooden boards, the crew abandoned the
ship. Less than an hour later, the Jeannette sank to the bottom,and the men found themselves marooned a
thousand miles north of Siberia with only the barest supplies. Thus began their long march across the endless
ice—a frozen hell in the most lonesome corner of the world. Facing everything from snow blindness and polar bears
to ferocious storms and frosty labyrinths, the expedition battled madness and starvation as they desperately strove
for survival.
With twists and turns worthy of a thriller, In The Kingdom of Ice is a spellbinding tale of heroism and determination
in the most unforgiving territory on Earth.
July 16th
The All-Girl Filling Station's Last Reunion: A Novel by Fannie Flagg

The one and only Fannie Flagg, beloved author of Fried Green Tomatoes at the
Whistle Stop Cafe, Can’t Wait to Get to Heaven, and I Still Dream About You, is at her hilarious and superb best in
this new comic mystery novel about two women who are forced to reimagine who they are.
Mrs. Sookie Poole of Point Clear, Alabama, has just married off the last of her daughters and is looking forward to
relaxing and perhaps traveling with her husband, Earle. The only thing left to contend with is her mother, the
formidable Lenore Simmons Krackenberry. Lenore may be a lot of fun for other people, but is, for the most part, an
overbearing presence for her daughter. Then one day, quite by accident, Sookie discovers a secret about her
mother’s past that knocks her for a loop and suddenly calls into question everything she ever thought she knew
about herself, her family, and her future.
Sookie begins a search for answers that takes her to California, the Midwest, and back in time, to the 1940s, when
an irrepressible woman named Fritzi takes on the job of running her family’s filling station. Soon truck drivers are
changing their routes to fill up at the All-Girl Filling Station. Then, Fritzi sees an opportunity for an even more
groundbreaking adventure. As Sookie learns about the adventures of the girls at the All-Girl Filling Station, she
finds herself with new inspiration for her own life.
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Fabulous, fun-filled, spanning decades and generations, and centered on a little-known aspect of America’s
twentieth-century story, The All-Girl Filling Station’s Last Reunion is another irresistible novel by the remarkable
Fannie Flagg.
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