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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE			Contacts:
							Kim Hilsenbeck, Khilsenbeck@cityofkyle.com
Jill Skinner, jill@cstx.wish.org


City of Kyle and Make-A-Wish® Central & South Texas 
Come Together to Make Local Kid’s Wish Come True


KYLE, TX (June 2018) – The City of Kyle is partnering with Make-A-Wish® Central & South Texas to grant the wish of local 8-year-old Kyle resident Ash, whose wish is to have a public, concrete roller hockey rink “so he can share his love of hockey with everyone and create a space where kids of all ages can skate and enjoy the great sport together,” his mother Lisa said. 

Ash has hypoplastic left heart syndrome, a congenital heart defect that affects the normal blood flow through the heart. Before his birth, doctors were able to see that the left side of his heart had a gnarled mass of rough, unusable tissue. After doing research on their options to ensure the most positive outcome for Ash once he was born, his family decided to opt for a series of surgeries.

“Looking at Ash, you would never know that he has a heart defect,” said Lisa. “A doctor once explained that Ash’s heart is like a four-cylinder car engine, but instead of using all four cylinders, Ash’s heart only runs on two. His engines won’t have the power or stamina that others have, and it won’t last as long. Even though there are options to prevent total breakdown, we will never be able to fix it.”

[bookmark: _GoBack]While Ash’s parents knew he would have to endure multiple hospital stays and doctor appointments, they also knew something was different about Ash when his first word was “hockey.” Growing up in Colorado, Ash was surrounded by the sport. He learned how to roller skate at just 18-months old, and by the time he was two, he was practically sleeping in his skates. After his third open heart surgery at two-and-a-half years old, he asked his nurses if he could skate around the hospital instead of walk – that was the only way he would get up from his hospital bed. 

As Ash grew older, he continued to have complications with his oxygen levels. This is when Ash’s family decided to make the move from Colorado to Texas so that the lower altitudes would stabilize Ash’s condition. The most difficult part of the move was having to leave behind all of the public roller hockey rinks – Ash’s favorite place to play hockey when he wasn’t in the hospital.

Although Ash has found friends to learn and play roller hockey in his driveway here in Kyle, he still misses being able to strap on his skates and head down the street to play on a real rink. The one thing he wishes for more than anything is to be able to play hockey again like he did in Colorado. 



The City of Kyle is seeking community partners to contribute to Ash’s wish, which will help fund the major components of the public hockey rink including the concrete field, surface coating and paint, and fencing. Donations will be made directly to the City of Kyle and can be mailed to 100 W. Center Street, Kyle, Texas 78649 ATTN: Make-a-Wish, or processed online at https://www.cityofkyle.com/cityadministration/make-wish-roller-hockey-rink-kyle. Contributors may contact the City of Kyle for acknowledgement letters of donation. 

“Since birth, Ash has had three open heart surgeries, more than 15 cardiac procedures, and multiple non-cardiac related surgeries. Through all of this, he has remained one of the happiest kids I have ever encountered,” says Lisa. 

“There are few experiences more powerful than making a wish come true. Ash’s wish for a public hockey rink is one that so many kids in the community will be able to enjoy for years to come.  We’re thrilled the City of Kyle is partnering with us to make Ash’s dream a reality, and we’re excited about the community being part of this experience. A wish is awe-inspiring, uplifting…and everlasting.” Kathrin Brewer, President & CEO of Make-A-Wish® Central & South Texas. 

###


About Make-A-Wish® Central & South Texas
Make-A-Wish® creates life-changing wishes for children with critical illnesses. We are on a quest to bring every eligible child’s wish to life, because a wish is an integral part of a child’s treatment journey. Research shows children who have wishes granted can build the physical and emotional strength they need to fight a critical illness. Make-A-Wish® is the world’s leading children’s wish-granting organization, serving children in every community in the United States and in 50 countries worldwide. With the help of generous donors, supporters, staff and more than 250 volunteers, Make-A-Wish Central & South Texas grants approximately 300 wishes each year. Since our inception in 1984, our chapter has granted over 4600 wishes to area children living with critical illnesses.  For more information about Make-A-Wish Central & South Texas, visit www.cstx.wish.org.
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