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[bookmark: _GoBack]Kyle PD officer helped launch in ‘No Refusal’ night for New Year’s Eve
Kyle, TX – The Kyle Police Department, in collaboration with Hays County and other local municipalities within the county, will participate in a ‘No Refusal Night’ on New Year’s Eve.
Should a vehicle operator refuse to provide a breath or blood test, law enforcement officers can submit a probable cause affidavit requesting a judge’s order for a blood draw.
“We see the tragic results of crashes from people driving under the influence,” Kyle Police Chief Jeff Barnett said. “Our belief is this program will help deter drivers from getting behind the wheel after drinking or using illegal drugs.”
This KPD effort was spearheaded by Sgt. J. Jones, whom Barnett said has made accident prevention a major focus.
He added that the program wouldn’t work without the support of Hays County Court at Law Judge Chris Johnson, who will volunteer his time to be at the Hays County Jail to review and sign any blood warrants from 10 p.m. Tuesday (New Year’s Eve) through approximately 4 a.m. Wednesday (New Year’s Day).  
In addition, a certified phlebotomist will be at the Hays County Jail for the execution of any blood search warrants. This in effect will make the Hays County Jail a one-stop-shop for obtaining blood samples from DWI suspects, making the process streamlined and more efficient for law enforcement personnel throughout the county.
According to data from the Texas Department of Transportation, in 2018 there were 258 driving-under-the-influence crashes just in Hays County. More than 100 people were injured and 11 people died in those crashes.
 “By collaborating with local law enforcement agencies, and because of the efforts of Sgt. Jones, Judge Johnson and the on-site phlebotomist, we can reduce the number of tragic deaths and injuries on our roadways,” Barnett said. 
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