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Warrant	  officers	  to	  help	  compel	  payment	  of	  	  
outstanding	  fines	  in	  Kyle	  

	  
 

Kyle,	  TX	  – With	  more	  than	  $4.5	  million	  in	  outstanding	  fines	  and	  fees	  owed	  to	  the	  city	  of	  Kyle,	  

the	  council	  approved	  funding	  for	  an	  additional	  warrant	  officer	  for	  the	  Kyle	  Police	  Department	  in	  the	  

2015-‐16	  budget,	  which	  it	  voted	  to	  adopt	  at	  a	  special	  called	  meeting	  on	  Sept.	  8.	  	  

An	  existing	  warrant	  officer	  is	  already	  on	  the	  books	  for	  the	  2014-‐15	  fiscal	  year,	  but	  that	  

position	  is	  currently	  vacant.	  

About	  4,900	  of	  the	  more	  than	  12,400	  outstanding	  warrants	  are	  four	  or	  more	  years	  old	  and	  

represent	  40	  percent	  of	  the	  total	  of	  monies	  owed	  to	  Kyle.	  

However,	  6,418	  are	  less	  than	  two	  years	  old	  and	  comprise	  more	  than	  half	  (51	  percent)	  of	  the	  

total	  of	  unpaid	  tickets	  and	  fines	  owed	  to	  the	  city.	  	  

According	  to	  Kyle	  Police	  Chief	  Jeff	  Barnett,	  “Unpaid	  fines	  from	  the	  last	  two	  years	  are	  typically	  

easier	  to	  collect	  than	  those	  that	  have	  been	  on	  the	  shelf	  longer.	  Having	  two	  warrant	  officers,	  who	  can	  

each	  bring	  in	  about	  $20,000	  a	  month	  on	  average,	  is	  an	  investment	  worth	  the	  return.”	  

It’s	  important	  to	  note	  that	  the	  warrant	  officer	  positions	  are	  not	  intended	  to	  be	  a	  revenue	  

generator	  for	  the	  city.	  

“It’s	  about	  holding	  people	  accountable,”	  Jerry	  Hendrix,	  city	  spokesperson,	  said	  in	  a	  recent	  

interview	  with	  Michael	  Perchick	  of	  KVUE	  News	  in	  Austin.	  



In	  addition,	  not	  all	  unpaid	  fines	  stay	  with	  the	  city,	  as	  the	  state	  collects	  a	  portion	  of	  each	  fine.	  A	  

portion	  of	  the	  remaining	  funds	  can	  be	  used	  for	  one	  of	  three	  buckets	  of	  money:	  child	  safety,	  court	  

technology	  improvements	  and	  court	  security.	  The	  warrants	  officer	  also	  acts	  as	  a	  bailiff	  when	  

municipal	  court	  is	  in	  session.	  

Funds	  from	  the	  child	  safety	  bucket	  may	  include	  offering	  free	  child	  car	  seat	  inspections	  and	  

purchasing	  bicycle	  helmets	  for	  children.	  

If	  there	  is	  still	  money	  remaining	  once	  the	  state	  is	  paid	  and	  those	  three	  buckets	  are	  funded,	  the	  

money	  is	  then	  put	  into	  the	  city’s	  General	  Fund.	  

City	  staff	  can	  then	  make	  recommendations	  to	  the	  city	  council	  for	  how	  to	  spend	  those	  funds,	  

but	  council	  ultimately	  makes	  the	  decision	  on	  the	  allocation.	  

Why	  is	  it	  so	  important	  to	  have	  this	  second	  position?	  

	  “If	  you	  are	  fined,	  you	  can	  come	  to	  our	  municipal	  court	  to	  plead	  your	  case,”	  Hendrix	  said.	  

“You’re	  innocent	  until	  proven	  guilty.	  Once	  that	  fine	  is	  on	  the	  books	  as	  unpaid,	  it’s	  only	  fair	  to	  all	  the	  

people	  that	  do	  come	  in	  and	  do	  what	  they’re	  supposed	  to	  do	  to	  hold	  people	  accountable	  not	  only	  for	  

the	  fine	  but	  for	  the	  cost	  to	  go	  out	  to	  find	  them.”	  

Hendrix	  said	  the	  city	  would	  be	  happy	  to	  never	  write	  a	  ticket.	  

“In a perfect world we would never have to write a ticket,” he said. “But if you’re going to 

come into town and you’re going to be careless like that, we’re going to expect you to do your 

thing as a responsible citizen and pay your fine.” 
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