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Update on Tina Combs / James Wright double homicide

Kyle, TX — In June, the Kyle Police Department launched an investigation into the deaths of
Kyle resident James Wright and Tina Combs of Arlington. Officers arrived late on the evening of
June 25 on a welfare call as an out-of-town resident was concerned they had not heard from the
home’s occupants in several days.

Their deaths were ruled a double homicide and Justice of the Peace Beth Smith ordered
autopsies of their bodies.

To date, no cause of death has been released. Kyle Police Chief Jeff Barnett recently explained
the rationale for keeping information from the ongoing investigation out of the public sphere. He
also asked anyone who believes they may have information pertinent to the ongoing investigation
to come forward.

“Sometimes friends, family, neighbors and co-workers think they don’t have useful, credible
intelligence about a criminal case,” he said. “But sometimes even a piece of information that seems
innocuous can provide investigators with the break needed to solve a crime.”

Barnett said he understands it’s difficult for families when little information can be released
about a specific case, but that does not mean the crime is not a priority for his department.

“Losing a loved one, especially in such a tragic manner as found in these circumstances, is an
absolute injustice, and our police department will continue to investigate every detail and every
lead,” he said.

Barnett added that the Kyle Police Department has no other unsolved homicides where a



suspect has been identified during his tenure with the city of Kyle, which began in May 2011.

“Other than this specific case, we do not have any unsolved (suspect identified) homicides
during my tenure as Chief of Police, and we fully intended to solve this case as well,” he said.

He then explained why it is important to the integrity of the case to not release details of the
police investigation.

“Understand that we cannot share the specific details of the investigation with the public or
family members. Doing so would jeopardize the investigation,” he said. “Despite the fact that we
cannot share the progress of the case, information about the evidence and other relevant facts, this
case is a priority for the Kyle Police Department.”

Barnett added, “We have compiled copious amounts of information, conducted numerous
interviews and collected a lot of evidence in this case. Much of that evidence has been submitted to
the forensics laboratory for analysis as well.”

The chief also said he supports any media coverage of the case, as he believes it may yield
useful information.

“Our agency will be happy to share with media what limited information that can be publicly
released,” he said.

Barnett affirmed that Kyle Police Department will not forget about the case.

“We will use every resource to allow for a successful prosecution of the offender(s) in this
case. We have an experienced, talented division of criminal investigators that are assigned to this
case, and they are dedicated to a successful prosecution so that justice may be served to the best
ability of the criminal justice system,” he said.

Anyone with information about the deaths of James Wright and Tina Combs should contact

the Kyle Police Department at 512-268-0859.
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