
Fentanyl Facts 

What to do if you think 

someone is overdosing? 

1. Call 911 immediately. 

2. Administer naloxone, if available. 

3. Try to keep the person awake and breathing. 

4. Lay the person on their side to prevent 

choking. 

5. Stay with them until emergency workers 

arrive. 

WHAT IS FENTANYL?                     
Fentanyl is a potent synthetic opioid 
drug approved by the Food and 
Drug Administration for use as an 
analgesic (pain relief) and             
anesthetic.  

See it.  Say it.  Stop it. 

Over 150 people die every 
day from overdoses related 

to synthetic opioids like     
fentanyl. 

Information and statistics provided by the Center for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) www.cdc.gov 
and the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) 

www.dea.gov  

Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids 

are the most common drugs involved 

in overdose deaths.  Even in small  

doses, it can be deadly.  

www.CityofKyle.com/FentanylKills  

Fentanyl and other synthetic opioids are 
the most common drugs involved in 
overdose deaths. Even in small doses, it 
can be deadly.  



How is it abused? 

Fentanyl can be injected, snorted/sniffed, smoked, 

taken orally by pill or tablet, and spiked onto 

blotter paper. Fentanyl patches are abused by 

removing its gel contents and then injecting or 

ingesting these contents. Patches have also been 

frozen, cut into pieces, and placed under the 

tongue or in the cheek cavity. Illicitly produced 

fentanyl is sold alone or in combination with 

heroin and other substances and has been 

identified in counterfeit pills, mimicking 

pharmaceutical drugs such as oxycodone. 

According to the National Forensic Laboratory 

Information System, reports on fentanyl (both 

pharmaceutical and clandestinely produced) 

increased from nearly 5,400 in 2014 to over 

56,500 in 2017, as reported by federal, state, and 

local forensic laboratories in the United States.  

 

Fentanyl Trends 

Producing illicit fentanyl is not an exact science.  Two 
milligrams of fentanyl can be lethal depending on a 
person’s body size, tolerance and past usage.  DEA 
analysis has found counterfeit pills ranging from .02 
to 5.1 milligrams (more than twice the lethal dose) of 
fentanyl per tablet. 

• 42% of pills tested for fentanyl contained at 
least 2 mg of fentanyl, considered a potentially 
lethal dose. 

• Drug trafficking organizations typically 
distribute fentanyl by the kilogram.  One 
kilogram of fentanyl has the potential to kill 
500,000 people. 

 
It is possible for someone to take a pill without 
knowing it contains fentanyl. It is also possible to 
take a pill knowing it contains fentanyl, but with no 
way of knowing if it contains a lethal dose. 
 
According to the CDC, synthetic opioids (like fentanyl) 
are the primary driver of overdose deaths in the 
United States. Comparison between 12 months-
ending January 31, 2020 and the 12 months-ending 
January 31, 2021 during this period: 
• Overdose deaths involving opioids rose 38.1 

percent. 
• Overdose deaths involving synthetic opioids 

(primarily illicitly manufactured fentanyl) rose 
55.6 percent and appear to be the primary 
driver of the increase in total drug overdose 
deaths.  

 
Unless a drug is prescribed by a licensed medical 
professional and dispensed by a legitimate pharmacy, 
you can't know if it’s fake or legitimate. And without 
laboratory testing, there’s no way to know the 
amount of fentanyl in an individual pill or how much 
may have been added to another drug. This is 
especially dangerous because of fentanyl's potency.  

How can you identify fentanyl? 

Drugs may contain deadly levels of fentanyl, and you 
wouldn’t be able to see it, taste it, or smell it. It is nearly 
impossible to tell if drugs have been laced with fentanyl 
unless you test your drugs with fentanyl testing strips. 
Testing strips are inexpensive, typically give results within 
5 minutes, and can be the difference between life or 
death. Even if the test is negative, caution should be taken 
as test strips might not detect more potent fentanyl-like 
drugs, like carfentanil.  

What is the effect on the body? 

Fentanyl, similar to other commonly used opioid 
analgesics (e.g., morphine), produces effects such as 
relaxation, euphoria, pain relief, sedation, confusion, 
drowsiness, dizziness, nausea, vomiting, urinary retention, 
pupillary constriction, and respiratory depression.  

What are the overdose effects? 

Overdose may result in stupor, changes in pupillary size, 
cold and clammy skin, cyanosis, coma, and respiratory 
failure leading to death. The presence of triad of 
symptoms such as coma, pinpoint pupils, and respiratory 
depression are strongly suggestive of opioid poisoning.  

 

Which drugs cause similar effects? 

Drugs that cause similar effects include other opioids such 
as morphine, hydrocodone, oxycodone, hydromorphone, 
methadone, and heroin.  

 

What is the legal status in the Federal 
Control Substance Act? 

Fentanyl is a Schedule II narcotic under the United States 
Controlled Substances Act of 1970.  

 

What are common street names? 

Apache, China Girl, China Town, Dance Fever, Friend, 
Goodfellas, Great Bear, He-Man, Jackpot, King Ivory, 
Murder 8, and Tango & Cash.  

Fentanyl is a synthetic opioid that is up to 
50 times stronger than heroin and 100 
times stronger than morphine. It is a major 
contributor to fatal and nonfatal overdoses 
in the U.S. 


